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AMIGA MUSIC 


It seems that once again we've come upon yet another 3 9 
holiday buying season and he market for maib software is This Month S 
still in a slump. And still, major music software companies 
like C-lab, Passport, Digidesign, Mark of the Unicorn, and Schedule 
Opcode systems have still refuse to develop or port powerful 
software on the Amiga. They've downright avoided our 
computer like a plague. It’s ironic that as of late, Amiga music ’ . ‘ : ‘ n. 
OAR sales ee at an all time high, and will only get better 9:00 - 10:00 Meeting Registration, Please 
as holidays approach us, and the very same companies listed pick up your membership ID and fill out this 


above appear to be in a crunch. With such a market as this, It months questionnaire. Visit the various 
would seem that there would be more support of the Amiga by 


the big companies, but that is just not the case. vendors and make your best deals. 


But wait, of the major software companies, Dr. T’s has 10:00 - 10:30 Morning Business Meeting 
approached the Amiga differently. T’s approaches the Amiga . . . 
with finesse and enthusiasm. In a recent chat with Jeff, a with question and answer period. 
marketing man with Dr. T’s, Jeff discussed some interesting 


developments on the frontier of music software on the Amiga. 10:30 - 12:00 Morning Sig Meetings. 
If you happened to peruse a the latest Dr. T’s catalog, you’ll 


find that a hefty chunk of the software coming from the Doctor Amiga 

is developed for the Amiga. In fact, it’s no secret that Dr. T’s Beginner-C64-C128 

sells more software for the Amiga than it does for all of the 

other formats, combined. 12:00 - 12:30 Break, PCG Store open, Lunch 
If you’re still looking at the catalog, grinning, I hope, will be available. Talk to the vendors. 

you may also be surprised to find that even though the Amiga 

has been a veritable "Cash Cow" for company as it were, 12:30 - 1:30 Afternoon SIG Meetings. 

there’s still a small number of high end music programs that 


aren’t available for the Amiga as of yet. Programs such as GEOS 
Beyond for the Mackintosh, and Samplemaker, Quickscore, 
Hitman, Tunesmith, Keys! 2.0 and Guitaristics for the Atari 
ST, just have not found their way into the Amiga Dos format. 
Jeff explained that the reason for the discrepancy in the 
number of software programs stems from the fact that T’s 
receives more software submissions in the other formats. Jeff 
also explained that Dr. T’s currently on the lookout for 
original, well written Amiga software. The financial rewards 
are substantial for good programs. They are looking to 
develop new titles in addition to ports of existing programs. 


Jeff and I are in agreement in saying that the best way a 
to port a program to the Amiga is to design the program from No cop! } may be run at 
the ground up, This sometimes means developing and -o See ee 
completely reworking the user interface. The look and feel of oe a PEE EET : 
the program will remain more or less the same, with the 
exception of minor enhancements and added features, It’s well 
known that some programs ported to the Amiga run faster, 
have more features, and have a smoother, easier to use user 
interface than the programs that were written for the original di ee 
machine. rs ma ng computers or disks. 


gister at the sign in desk. 


ram at 
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PCG DIRECTORY 


Pittsburgh Commodore Group (PCG) PO BOX 16126 Pittsburgh, PA. 15242 


BOARD MEMBERS 


President 
V.P. & Librarian 
V.P. for Programs 


Neal Kushner 828-3505 
Marilyn Richards 531-0531 
Nick Kish 462-7357 


(Speakers,Demos,etc.) 
Director of Public Relations John Blasdell 773-4206 
Treasurer Mark Snowden 487-4725 
Secretary John Mulcahy 921-3947 
Board Ken Slone 276-4645 
Members Bob Agostino 276-7148 
at Large 


Past President 


MEETINGS 

Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of every month, except July & 
August, at Duquesne University’s Mellon Science Hall. Visitors are 
welcome. 

9:30 - 9:45am Doors open at Mellon Hall. Registration, Doughnuts 
& Coffee, Vendor’s Tables & Flea Market open. 

9:45 - 11:00am Special Interest Groups AM Sessions 

11:00am - 12 Noon Business meeting and/or Scheduled Speakers in 
Falk Hall on the first floor. If no meeting or speaker is scheduled, 
SIG’s continue. 

12 Noon - 1:00pm PCG Store opens, Vendor's Tanles & Flea 
Market re-open 

1:00 - 3:00pm Special Interest Groups PM Sessions 


LIBRARY. 

The Librarian, Neal Kushner, copies PUBLIC DOMAIN and 
SHAREWARE disks for PCG Members. There is a $5.00 fee for 
the disk and service. The Librarian also accepts donations of 
software for all Commodore computers, and attempts to help 
members locate programs in our extensive library. 


DISCUSSION GROUPS 


For those who are new members or are not familiar with the 
workings of the PCG, we hold discussion groups as a part of the 
meeting, before and after the regular business meeting. Discussion 
groups are the informal gatherings that the PCG tries to hold each 
month so that various users can get together and share their ideas or 
questions about the many aspects of Commodore computing. 

Discussion topics may range from how to set up that new 
C128 to compose music using machine language or the ins and outs 
of using your modem with Compuserve or QLink. We hope to 
establish several varied discussion groups at each meeting and then 
report back the results or findings in the newsletter the next month. 
Everyone is welcome to come, ask questions, sit back and listen, 
offer advice and have a good time. 

I would like to know your thoughts concerning discussion 
groups. If you have a particular subject or idea you'd like to see, this 
is your chance to speak up. We plan to continue with the C128, 
Amiga, GEOS, and educational groups on a monthly basis again this 
year. I would like to expand the groups so that we can introduce 
graphics, music, telecommunications, etc. to both the new and 
current members. Please volunteer your service if you can. You 
don’t have to be an expert to lead a group, just have an interest and 
be willing to share some time with your fellow users. 


Reg Ney 655-3261 


Amiga - Rick Bilonick 
MS-DOS - J. Hankowsky (279-1606) 
Geos - John Blasdell (773-4206) 
C-64/C-128 - Jack Kerchner 


PCG Newsletter 2 


NEWSLETTER 


The Newsletter is published monthly. Its $1.50 cost is included in 
the $20.00 annual PCG Membership Fee. Members are encouraged 
to submit articles of all types. Please proofread carefully. Upload 
your article to the PCG BBS. All submissions received by the last 
Sunday of the month will be considered for inclusion in next month’s 
issue. You may also mail your articles on paper or on disk to the 
PCG at the above address. Preferred formats are ASCII, 
Wordperfect 4.x, SpeedScript, or EasyScript, although other formats 
may be accepted. 

Editor: Eric Kennedy Phone: 264-6824 

This issue of the PCG Newsletter was created using the following: 
HARDWARE 

Amiga 1000, LaserWriter, Migraph Hand Scanner, and assorted other 
goodies 

SOFTWARE 

Professional Page, WordPerfect , Uedit, Touchup, ExpressPaint 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Membership Dues are $20 for one year. Bring this application & a 
check to the next meeting, or mail to: 
Pittsburgh Commodore Group 
PO BOX 16126__ Pittsburgh, PA 15242 _ 


NEW RENEWAL 


ETATE SS 
IPHONE (HOME) (WORK) 


koMPANY 
(OCCUPATION 


[EQUIPMENT 


be 
BIGNATURE 


— eee 


THE CLUB NOW EXCEEDS 250 FAMILIES, 
and we mail to over 50 other User Groups around the world. The 
total computerist readers of this newsletter is in the thousands. 


PCG STORE 


The PCG Store features monthly specials on disks, books, 
magazines, and assorted useful items. See the descriptions in this 
Newsletter. Back orders, and Mail orders are possible by 
arrangement with the Manager or Librarian. 


ADVERTISING 


Full Page $60 
Half Page $40 
Quarter Page $25 
Classified Ads FREE to Members 

All requests for ads MUST be accompanied by camera-ready art 
and payment in full, and must be received by the first day of the 
month in which they are to appear. Please mail your requests to the 
address shown at the top of this page. 


THANK YOU 


To our Supporting Sponsor, Duquesne University. 


The SPEAK: Device 


by Eric Kennedy 


Notice something different about this PCG 
Newsletter? Takes a bit more effort to lift, doesn’t it? 
HT] I’m glad to see submissions coming in at a decent rate. I 
i }|have a hunch. I'll bet (gentleman’s bets only!) that 
attendance is much greater this month than last month. 
Last month, the Newsletter weighed in at 6 pages. I 
suspect that when Joe PCG Member finds a PCG 
Newsletter in his mailbox, and it takes only 35 seconds to 
scan the whole thing, Joe doesn’t get too excited about the meeting. 
This month, the Newsletter is twice the size, with a lot more than 
twice as much real reading material. Kinda’ makes Joe a bit more 
inclined to think about the PCG, doesn’t it? He might even go to the 
meeting to see what all the excitement is about... So, why not go to 
the meeting this month and see if I’m right? 


Authors: just a reminder. When you submit an article for 
the Newsletter, make sure your name and the article title are listed at 
the top of the article itself. I occasionally get a "mystery" article with 
no name, no title, and a cryptic filename, and I have to make a phone 
call or two to find out who wrote it! If you do a regular or 
semi-regular column, please keep your title consistent from article to 
article. If you would like a graphic title (check out Jack Kerchner’s 
"Unmasked" article!) that’s acceptable, especially for regular 
columns. I can accept a variety of Amiga, Mac, and MS-DOS 
graphic formats, as well as hardcopy. Ez 


The Pilgrim Story 


by Jack Kerchner 


At last month’s meeting, Nick Kish led a discussion as to 
why there were so few people in attendance (approximately 40 out of 
a membership/mailing list of approximately 250). The discussion 
brought to this writer’s mind an opinion expressed by a Professor of 
English History. The Professor said, 


“Americans revere and admire the Pilgrims who left England and 
came and settled in America in the 1600’s. Americans look upon 
them as being courageous and heroic for voyaging to the New World 
and escaping the religious persecution and corruption that was 
prevalent in England. 


"However, English History does not treat the Pilgrims nearly so well. 
As far as it is concerned, the Pilgrims were ‘quitters’ and ’shirkers.’ 
They abandoned England in England’s 'time-of-need.’ The true, 
heroic English were those who remained and worked together to 
correct the problems and make a better England.” 


A similar situation to "The Pilgrim Story" could easily be 
applied to our organization. Where are the members who haven’t 
been attending? If those who do not attend feel that the *PCG* 
should ’improve’, and become a ‘better organization’, come and lend 
your efforts! 


The “purpose of the organization is still the same: "...to 
foster the understanding and enjoyment of personal computers!" 


It may well be that your attendance can help fulfill this 
purpose. You’ll never know until you try. 


LEARN & ENJOY! E 


The following items are for sale. Contact Ed Bell at 243-3823. 


Hardware 
C-64 $50 
1541 w/fan $60 
1581 $100 
Datasette $10 
1670 1200 baud modem $35 
1351 mouse $20 
1660 300 baud modem $10 
Mighty Mo 300 baud modem $10 
Aprotek 1200 baud modem $25 
Omnitronics interface $25 
1650 300 baud modem $10 
1764 REU $100 
Aprospand 4 slot expander $15 
Kinney Digitizer $25 
a and Setar ee sü 
ompute’s Mapping the 
Maser Memory Map $7 
Anatomy of the C64 $10 
Programming the C64 $10 
C64 Reference Manual $5 
Machine Language for Beginners $5 
Black Book of the C128 $7 
Anatomy of the 1541 $10 
BASIC 128 compiler $20 
Power C $20 
Transactors - since 1984 $20 a 


President’s Notes 


by Neal Kushner 


Once upon a time in the far off kingdom of Pittsburgh there 
was a computer users group. This was not an ordinary users group 
this one was very different it had people who did things. In the 
beginning the subjects looted and pillaged software but the people 
saw that the way was bad and put a stop to it. This caused a massive 
departure of the looters and pillagers. 


A new era was born and the group flourished. There were 
SIGs of every shape and style. The members learned more than they 
had ever before. The true potential of the group was fast approaching 
a reality. Then it happened a few people in the group became 
disenchanted with the new way of running things and left. 


A third era was bom with the skeleton of one SIG and 
another SIG in total disarray. At the last meeting in October the 
leader proclaimed that unless at least a few brave and adventurous 
knights of service came forward and took command of the SIGs that 
they would be no longer. As go the SIGs so go the group. Not to the 
total amazement but much to his delight three noble countrymen rode 
in on their trusty chairs and seized command of the Amiga, 
Beginner-C64-C128,and GEOS SIGs. I thank them and wish them 
the best of luck and hope everyone pitches in to help them. Please sce 
their individual articles for more information. 


This month we have invited, in alphabetical order and with 
no implied preference to any, Babbages, CDR, Games and Gadgets, 
Micro Masters, and Pittsburgh Computer Store to come and show 
and sell their software and hardware. Please see the schedule for 
further details. 


This year has gone along as well as a visiting balloon in a 
needle factory. We have replaced several members of the board, we 
have had numerous difficulties with the BBS, and just a few no show 
guest speakers. And yet we live ! 
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BBS Update 


by John Mulcahy 


As you are probably aware by now there have been quite a 
few changes to take place on our BBS over the last few months so let 
me try and clue you in on some of them. 


First, we lost our sysop, Ed Bell. Due to personal problems 
he had to withdraw from the PCG. He was a great sysop and will be 
sorely missed by all of us who worked with him and all of us who 
called. 


To replace him, I took over as sysop. I was previously 
co-sysop under Ed, but now that he has left us, I am in charge. I then 
needed someone who was knowledgeable in the 8 bit Commodore 
area as my co-sysop as I was being hammered with questions 
peann to the 64/128 and had no idea as to the answers! I looked 
ong and hard and decided on giving Gary Vangelder sysop access. 
Gary is a frequent caller and has called long distance to check out 
various Amiga BBS’s for the par He is also knowledgeable in the 
8 bit area which is what I was looking for as well. 


A few things have changed in regards to policy. An old rule 
was that language was to be kept at a "G" level, even in EMAIL. 
That has changed. Say what you like in EMAIL, (except discussions 
of piracy and the like, we sysops DO read EMAIL, that policy is 
unchanged! <grin>) but in the open public, I would ask you to keep 
your language to a "minimum". 


Newsletter Interface 


by Bill Hunter 


Newsletters sure pile up when the club skips meetings in 
July and August. I counted 62 to be reviewed. Oh well, save some 
for next month. 


This month’s new addition is a newsletter from The Ohio 
Valley Amiga Users group, from Cincinnati, OH. 


It’s our pleasure to welcome back Kids Computer News 
after a long absence. In their July and August issues they again offer 
a variety of graphics disks for sale. 


In the June issue of The Starboard Byte is an article 
"CrossDOS for Amiga," reviewed by Earl Jones, in which he 
explains how he can download an MS-DOS program from a bulletin 
board onto his Amiga at home for use on his MS-DOS machine at 
work. The immediate problem is that the MS-DOS machine won’t 
read Amiga disks. e solution, of course, is the CrossDOS 
program. The sequence sounded quite complex but the end result 
was perfect. 


The Main Line C.U.G. seemed to be planning for many 

members to attend the WORLD of COMMODORE show at Valley 
Forge around mid-September. We don’t usually hear much about 
that event because we don’t meet during the summer. Of course, 

peat is located in Commodore’s home town, which makes a 
ifference. 


_ _ _ Also in the September MLCUG is an announcement that 
Virginia Tech has chosen Commodore Amigas to replace MACs as 
the required machine for computer science majors. For the last 3 
years the university has required incoming computer science majors 
to buy A oie Macintosh, but have now switched to the Amiga 3000 
with AT&T’s Unix System V.4 operating system. 


The LINK, put out by NCCUG in Erie, PA has reprinted E. 
G. Bell’s article on copyrights in their July issue. 


In the September issue of INTERFACE, from Fresno, CA, 


With regards to file access, it was decided at the September 
board meeting that nonmembers will be allowed to download files at 
a cost of $10 per year and members will be allowed to download at 
$5 a year. Don’t fret if you already paid $10 within the last year, you 
will be given an extra year for free. If you just paid $10 at a previous 
meeting (like in September or October) you get 2 years. If ya 
contributed money to the hard drive then your time is doubled as 
well. For instance, if you got 5 years from your contribution, then 
you will get 10 years. (10 years.. whew!) 


Now for another touchy spot -- TIME! BBS-PC! (the BBS 
software that the group currently uses) has a serious bug in it. When 
you upload a file, it credits you the time it took you to upload your 
file. The thing it doesn’t do is knock you back to your regular time 
limit once the day is over. For instance, if you upload for 30 minutes, 
you will get 30 minutes added to your DAILY time limit and will 

ave that extra 30 minutes on your permanent time limit until I or 
Gary trim it down. In most cases, this is a good idea, especially in the 
cases where people have limited time and the upload to increase their 
time limit. This also has a bad side when people (especially Amiga 
users whose file sizes are getting BIGGER AND BIGGER) upload a 
lot. I had people on the BBS with time limits of 268, 300+ minutes a 
day. This is a ridiculous amount of time and I did the logical thing: | 
cut it back to 120 minutes, which in some cases is too much. If the 
BBS gets even busier, I will cut back time to 60 minutes, bul never 
any lower. 


And for those of you that don’t know, the new number is 
434-5483 YES 434-5483! That’s about all I wanted to say. I hope to 
be able to make this meeting as I am late in paying my dues, so I 
hope to see all of you there! And if not then see you online! 


-sysop Æ 


the Editor, Dick Estel, made a quick unscientific survey of a dozen or 
so clubs around the country. e number of members, attendance, 
and balance in treasury range all over from 250 members down to 7 
or 9 attending and from $38 up to several thousand dollars. 


If you don’t have an income tax program but have a good 
spreadsheet program, it’s quite easy to create your Own tax program. 
sing Practicalc II, I created a template for form 1040, lines 1 to 68. 
Label each line with the number on the 1040 form and input the 
arithmetic operations such as "add the amounts for lines 7 through 
22" or “subtract line 34 from line 32," etc. You save the blank 
template, of course, and then when you fill in the form for any tax 
year the arithmetic is performed automatically. Rather than one very 
large form, it is simpler to create separate templates for Social 
Security Benefits Worksheet, Schedule A, and Schedule B. 


In reviewing newsletters over the past few years, certain 
trends were clearly evident. The percentage of Amiga related 


material increases steadily, while the C-64 articles decrease ORNE 


Amiga SIG 


by Rick Bilonick 


For those of you who were not at the October meeting, | 
volunteered to be the Amiga SIG leader. I am open to suggestions - 
presentations or demos or events you would like to see or would like 
to stage. If anyone is interested, I would consider teaching an 
introductory course in Modula-2 oriented to the Amiga. Send me a 
message on the PCG BBS with your ideas. For the November 
meeting, Ed Berger has kindly volunteered to make a presentation on 
Maple, a high powered program for the solution of complicated 
ma ematica. problems (like differential equations). In addition, | 
have arran for a sowing of the Amiga Video Magazine. 
Although I have not yet seen this one-hour long video magazine, | 
understand that it contains Amiga information and news along with 
software and hardware reviews. If there is enough interest, the 
Amiga Video Magazine could become a regular feature at the 
monthly meetings in addition to other Amiga SIG activities. The 
videos will also become part of the PCG's library and may be 
borrowed by members. See you at the meeting! E 
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The Amiga Librarian 


by Neal Kushner 


Here is the list of Amiga disks if you 
are looking for something to do. We, as 
always, will trade PD disks on a one to one 
swap with members. 


FRED FISH 


There are fourteen Fred Fish disks 
that we will be offering this month. For a more 
complete listing of the disks we have buy a 
copy of Fred Fish number 0 which has all the read-me files from 1 to 
345. The price is now $3 and the disk will be upgraded for $1. 


We are still trying to complete our Fred Fish library. We 
have all the disks from 1 to 350 except 62, 63, 321-324, 328, 329, 
331-336, 338-341, 344, 347-349. 


If you can help us fill in the blank spots in our collection we 
will reward you with a disk of ours for a disk of yours. Thanks ! 


Disk 72 - There are HAM pictures, high resolution B&W digitized 
pictures, and some interesting freehand drawings. 


Disk 233 - Brik, CacheCard, CrcLists. 


Disk 345 - CRobots, Du, GetImage, MemFrag, Roses, Unshar, 
VcEdA, X2X. 


Disks Of The Month 


We will have some new PCGBBS disks this month some 
great stuff. Look for a complete list of the disks at the meeting. 


—_— ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee cy 


PRICES THIS MONTH FOR MEMBERS WITH | 


| CARD | 
l | 
Amiga disk of the month $3 1st, $2 2nd. l 


If you know what you want please call and leave an order at 
828-3505 between 6pm and 9pm or a leave a message on the 
PCGBBS to Neal Kushner by the Friday before the meeting at 
midnight. This will greatly help speed up your delivery. 


Your Humble Amiga Librarian, 
Neal R Kushner a 


Library News 


by Marilyn Richards 


P.C.G. BONUS DISK OF THE MONTH 
In preparation for possibly 


attending the Century II Mall computer fair, 
a special utility disk was prepared to make 
available to new members. Even though the 
0 P.C.G. decided not to attend the computer 


show, the disk will still be available through 
the library and is highly recommended for 
new members and/or computer enthusiasts. Since it was compiled 
from our library holdings, active members may already have these 


programs scattered throughout their library at home. However, il 
you have not catalogued your disks and cannot remember where 
these programs are in your holdings, then this is a chance to get them 
all together on one disk. The disk now has a menu that can be loaded 
by typing LOAD "*",8,1 <retum>. After the READY prompt, type 
RUN <return>. Please note, if you purchased this program disk at 
the last meeting, it DID NOT have the menu. I added it after the 
meeting. If you would like the version with the menu, just return the 
disk and I will exchange it for the latest one. 


The programs included on this disk are 


VFAST FILECOPY MAILING LIST ULTRA 
EGB FILE CHANGER SS TRACE LABEL IT 
DISK HELPER 5.0 WORD PROCESSOR 
PHONE LIST 

ADDRESS BOOK PRINTERTEST 

MENU CREATOR 


VFAST FILECOPY. This program, released in 1987, is 
worth its weight in gold. It does just what it says--VERY FAST. 
From within the program, fresh disks can be formatted, files copied, 
scratched, directories accessed, disks validated, BAMS viewed, 
devices and drives changed and modes changed to accommodate the 
1571 warp dos mode (same as the 1571 burst speed). Use this mode 
when copying to a 1571 disk. This is a FREEWARE program, but | 
am sure once a regular user, you will feel obliged to donate 
something to the authors, Marty Franz and Joe Peter, for all the time 
you saved, 


MAILING LIST. A data base program. The help menu 
(choice #10) duplicates the main menu; bul, instead of accessing the 
program command, it gives a brief description of the command. 


Begin a file Print report 

Load a file Print labels 

Save a file Review records 
Delete a file Change fields 

Add to a file Organize files 

Edit a record Alphabetize 
Delete arecord Search for a record 
Lineprint hard copy 


Either filecopy the program to a blank, formatted disk or use 
it from this Save all the files that are created onto another disk with 
more room. Avoid saving anything on this disk since there are only 
15 blocks free. 


The ability to develop separate mailing lists for Christmas 
cards, birthday cards, bowling teams, soccer teams, church 
memberships, etc. is right at your fingertips. Remember to give cach 
file a unique name when starting a file. The program (85 blocks) and 
all the mailing files could be stored on the same disk, unless of 
course, EVERYONE is on the mailing list. 


This program also prints reports and labels. The first six 
fields print the labels (first name, last name, address, city, state, zip). 
Telephone number and contact person are two other fields. The 
fields can be changed, added to, or deleted using the ’change field’ 
selection. For instance, a field might be changed to FAMILY 
NAMES or ANNIVERSARY DATES or BIRTHDATE. Searches 
can be done on any of these fields. The files created can be 
organized alphabetically by sorting on the LAST NAME field, or 
numerically by sorting on ZIP code. I am not sure how many 
characters per field or how many fields per record the author allowed 
in this program. Just keep in mind, the more fields added to the 
record, the longer it will take to search the additional data. Have fun 
organizing! 


ULTRA. This utility program is a sequential file reader and 
printer, When a directory is loaded and listed, the far right-hand 
column describes the file as a program file (PRG), a sequential file 
(SEQ) or a user file (USR). Program files can be loaded and run. A 
sequential file, usually a text, needs to be accessed from a word 
processor or a file-reader utility program, such as this one. Ultra has 
a 40 or 80 column output to either the screen or printer. A few disk 


PCG Newsletter 7 


housekeeping utilities are also included--scratch a file, rename a file, 
format a disk and view a directory. 


SS TRACE. A program by egbell. I used SS TRACE with 
elememtary school students learning to program in basic. The 
students were able to watch their program run on the screen at the 
same time the basic program lines were displayed. SS TRACE is a 
Single Step Trace program that follows the course the basic program 
is taking, line by line. With each press of the COMMODORE key in 
the bottom left corner, the next line of the program is executed; at the 
same time, the basic line from the program is printed in the upper left 
comer of the screen. For my purposes, I used the start address of 
49152 when prompted by the program, but this can be changed as 
needed. Poke 249,1 turns on the program and Poke 249,0 turns off 
the program. Refer to the documentation, SS TRACE DOX, for 
additional programming information. The documentation is included 
on the disk as a sequential file, so read or print out with ULTRA. 


EGB FILE CHANGER. Another handy program by egbell, 
often used when program file types have been saved wrong. I had to 
change several programs from AR’ to ’ARC’ before I could make 
them a Self De-Arcing file (SDA). EGB FILE CHANGER goes 
through the disk directory listing eight files at a time. The files can 
be CHANGED FROM and CHANGED TO 1) delete, 2) sequential, 
3) program, or 4) user. Just press the correct number for each 
selection. There is also an option to Lock and Unlock files with this 
utility. 


DISK HELPER 5.0. A SHAREWARE program by Chris 
McGuire. Here is another author deserving of donations for this 
powerful utility. This program is packed with goodies--directory, 
format, initialize, rename file, rename disk header, Id, validate, 
scratch, unscratch, error status, copy file (same disk or to another 
disk), lock/unlock disk, lock/unlock files, alphabetize directory, 
squeeze directory, view disk bam, total disk erase, disk error checker, 
start and end addresses, spin disk drive, read a seq file and divide a 
seq file. A LOT OF POWER and very handy to have around. 


(HOME) WORD PROCESSOR. This program is a nice 
introduction to a word processor (WP). Once the word processor is 
used for writing, users seldom have the desire to go back to the 
typewriter. Documentation for the program is stored as the file 
“@wiwp.doc’ (another use for ULTRA). The menu selection 
includes scala pay edit text, display text, address letter, print text, 
file commands--Load, Save, Kill, Catalog and, of course, the quit 
option. 


Select ’write’ mode to enter text. A line counter keeps track 
of the number of free lines available (i.e. 426 lines free). An 
automatic carriage return occurs after 72 characters, so just type 
without touching the <Return>, unless starting a new paragraph. I 
found the cursor keys disabled in write mode. If an error is 
encountered or a change desired, press F2 to enter ‘edit text’. In this 
mode, the text is line numbered. Identify the line of text that needs 
corrected or changed, then let your imagination go. Whole lines can 
be swapped, inserted or deleted. The cursor keys work in this mode. 
Use the program right from this disk or file transfer it (and the docs) 
to a separate disk. Remember to save files on a separate, formatted 
disk with enough room to accomodate the text. The files created and 
saved will be stored as sequential files. If already using a WP like 
THE WRITE STUFF, this program will seem very basic and 
cumbersome, especially going between write and edit mode. But it 
still is a nice program introducing first time users to word processing. 


PHONE LIST. Phone Numbers by the Compucats is a 
database program that uses the F-keys to select from a menu. Choose 
from create a new phone list, load an existing list, add/change/delete 
a list, save/print a list, use/sort a list or quit. When finished entering 
new phone numbers, just type "0,0" on the last field to escape the 
create mode. The border, screen and print colors can be adjusted for 
viewing pleasure. 


ADDRESS BOOK. A database program that stores up to 
150 address files, prints to the screen or printer and allows for 
editing. The author cautions against the use of certain punctuation 


(commas, periods, colons and semicolons) and blank spaces. Use the 
asterisk in place of the blank space to avoid problems. Searching can 
be done three ways: by complete name, by a single letter (revealing 
all the files with that letter) and by entering the search category, 
(displaying all the files in alphabetic order). 


LABEL-IT. A labeling program by C.Thompson thal 
accomodates three different labeling needs. Use the menu to chose 
either hand-fed labels (for single “lick-um" labels, with a left margin 
at zero), envelopes (#10 with a left margin at 35), or the label strips 
(commonly known as the fan-folded, one-up labels). Test the labels 
on a blank page to see if they are correct before printing the good 
copy. I have not used this program yet, but if I understand the 
directions correctly, the newly created labels are stored as data 
statements starting at line 2000. After entering the names there, enter 
"run?" <return> to rewrite the newly revised program to the disk. 
Browse through the stored labels by pressing (B), continue making 
labels by pressing (C), and select a label to print by pressing (S). 
There are sample labels included in the program. Again, since there 
is limited space on this disk, I suggest file transferring the program to 
a disk with more room before storing any additional data to the 
program. 


PRINTERTEST. Does just what it says. Make sure the 
printer is turned on. 


MENU CREATOR. Just load the program and at the screen 
prompt insert the disk that is to have the new menu created. The 
program will list separately each filename on the disk. Decide then 
whether to keep that filename on the menu, add warp drive, load with 
*,8,1’, or add a Run statement to the end of the load command. 


If warp drive is added to the load, the screen will flicker 
during the load process. If the program will not load, check to see if 
there is a cartridge plugged into the computer. Remove it and 
recheck the program. It is a good idea to always test each program 
after creating the menu to make sure it loads and runs correctly. 
Make a note of which programs do not load. If one or more 
programs do not load, rebuild the menu again, but this time leave out 
the warp drive. Then retest the load from the menu again. While 
using this program on the C-64, I had the Fastload cartridge plugged 
in and only had a problem with one program. 


The menu on this disk was created with MENU CREATOR. 
The program was surprisingly simple to use. | did encounter two 
problems while making the menu for this disk. The newly created 
menu is called " Menu". Note the space after the first quote. I! 
created a problem when I tried to load "menu",8,1. Without the 
space, the menu would not load. I renamed the file to read “menu” 
with no space after the quote. However, the newly created menu was 
the last program on the directory. When I typed load "menu",8,1 , 
the computer found the first program with menu--MENU CREATOR 
program. It loaded instead of the menu. So I moved the menu file to 
the top of the directory. Now it could be loaded with the command 
load "*" 8,1. 


I used warp drive the first time I built the menu. The 
programs loaded without a problem on the C-64, even with Fastload 
plugged in. I did not check Printertest at the time since I did not have 
a printer connected to the C-64. When I tried the disk on the C-128 
with the 1571 drive and no Fastload cartridge, every program burped. 
Nothing would load from the menu. So I went back and rebuilt the 
menu without the warp drive. There was no problem after that on 
either machine. If you would like to try the warp drive, make a copy 
of the disk and work with the backup. Rebuild the menu and add the 
warp drive. Save it and then see if everything loads from the menu. 
The warp drive does improve the load time. If you have a cartridge, 
you will not need the warp drive anyway. 


This disk should keep you busy for a while. 
As of this writing, I have not had any response to my letter 


(of October Sth) to RUN Magazine. I will keep you informed. Sce 
you at the meeting. | 
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The Last byte 


by David F. James 


Hello everyone! It is great to be a member of PCG again. 
Since being back I have talked to old friends and met new ones. I 
have enjoyed my first meeting back. 


I believe that when a person takes the time and money to 
join a club he/she should contribute some how to that club. My 
contribution to the club will be in trying to write a column every 
month. (Some of you may remember I used to write a column called 
BITS AND PIECES). 


Now what should I tackle first? I have recently purchased 
an AMIGA 500P system from Commodore. The P stands for 
professional. The system comes will a meg of memory, 
Amiga Vision, Appetizer software: wordprocessor, paint program, 
and a music program. All this and a huge 40% discount if you are a 
student or educator! Call your nearest Amiga dealer about this great 
deal. 


I am writing my first article as a review of a game recently 
purchased at a store in Ross Park Mall. I bought the game for $10. 
The game by Innerprise called BATTLE SQUADRON is a great 
arcade shoot-em-up. One or two players can play the game. Player 
number one actually plays the game using the joystick in port 
number 2. What a great idea, this means you can still have the 
mouse in port one if you are the only one playing the game. 


Your primary objective in this game is to eliminate 
lifeforms from the planet’s surface and subterranean emplacements. 
You can accomplish this by yourself or in conjunction with a friend. 
Or you and a friend can play cut throat... You can also taylor some 
of the difficulty options in your favor: 


number of lives at startup 

initial ready weapon 

maximum enemy bullits and missiles 
speed of the above 

time delay for enemy fire 


As with most arcade games, you shoot everything in sight! 
By shooting some enemies you can collect mega-bombs which kill 
everything on the screen when you are in a pinch. Other enemies 
that you blast will reward you with more powerful weapons. 


The graphics in the game are top-notch. You have 3D 
graphics with flashing lights and true depth-of-field! I love to watch 
my 14 year old son play this game so I can enjoy the seamless 
vertical scrolling. Some enemies travel through what looks like 
transparent tubes before they fire at you! Other enemies are almost 
invisible (what an amazing effect). The music and sound effects are 
A-ONE. The gun blasts and explosions have to be digitized sounds- 
they are so real. 


How would my son and I rate this game? On a scale of one 
to ten we would rate this a perfect ten! This game could have been a 
great quarter eater! As an extra bonus here is a back door: type in 
CASTOR when the game starts; the border will flash and you will be 
invincible. 


Well, here it is, my first column. I hope you enjoy it. If 
there is something you would like me to write about see me at the 
meeting. By the way, does anyone know where I can get a printer 
driver for a Smith-Corona D200 for the Amiga and C64? Have a 
great day. m 


D 


The c-64 Plus C-128 SIG (Special Interest Group) 9] 
Program Kicks off at the coming November 18th Meeting! 


C-128 


ande- eGo e 


UNA 


~ byJackKerchner = Jack Kerchner 


We all have questions, at one time or another, as to “how” 
something does or doesn’t work. "How can I do his?" "Is there an 
'easier’ way; or a faster’ way?" 


Here’s the opportunity to discuss all the things you would 
like to learn conceming both the C-64 & C-128 Marvelous Machines. 
Bring your question and/or ‘problem’; the Group will find an 
answer. 


The Group Leader has pre ma a discussion on "Bits & 
Bytes - The Computer NUMBERS It presents an overview 
of how a computer, (especially the asana, functions. 


This knowledge can be a valuable aid toward the 
understanding of en popan are developed; how they work, and 
how they can be altered to suit individual needs. 


If you Te a ’ Beginner’ (as we all have been), come and 
enjoy some ‘help.’ If you’re a Knowledgeable Operator’, come and 
help with the ’help.’ 


The meeting will be held in Room 426. If you wish, bring a 
blank disk with you. It may come in handy. 


is promises to be a very interesting and informative 
session. Eee Bring a friend! 


“YOU'RE GONNA LIKE IT!" E 


Amiga Music (Continued from page 1) 


All in all I love the doctor T’s gear in fact the only product 
that I wouldn’t recommend without reservation is their MIDI 
interface. Even a novice can quickly outgrow this interface if he or 
she has enough midi devices. 


Well, that’s it, if you’re sitting on top of some really intense 
software, I’d suggest you drop Dr. T’s a line. In the mean time, I'd 
write for a free catalog Dr, T’s 220 Boylston street, suite 206 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02167. 


Next month I'll have information on Music-x and 
Commodore’s own Commodore Amiga MIDI driver. 


PLAN FOR THESE 


UPCOMING DATES 


In order to save expensive phone calls, please mark these 
dates on your calendar. 
Board Members, please note: 
BOARD MEETIN 


ARE MANDATORY 
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‘Suffering from the computer confusion blues? PCG 
can be justthe prescription you-need. No question is too 
simple or- top complex for the collective resources of the 
hundreds of Commodore users comprising the Pittsburgh 
Commodore Group, the largest user group in the area. 
PCG supports the Commodore user with specialized 
discussion groups addressing your interests, monthly 
"hands-on" meetings for face-to-face idea sharing, an 
association store offering bargain prices on instructive 
books, disks, and many other useful items, and a Public 
Domain software library of thousands of programs. It’s 
the beginning of the end of the computer blues when you 
join the PCG. For more information on the Pittsburgh 
Commodore Group, call the PCG BBS at 434-5483, or 
contact any Board Member. 


We meet on the third Sunday of each month at 


DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY 
MELLON SCIENCE HALL 
DOORS OPEN AT 9:30 AM 
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Commodore, VIC-20, C-64, and C-128 are registered trademarks of Commodore 
Business Machines, Ltd. Amiga is a registered trademark of Commodore Amiga, Int 
Apple and LaserWriter are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 


This newsletter was made possible only through the contributions of the members of 
the PCG, and their Sponsors. All articles contained herein are solely the work of the 
individual authors, and may not reflect the opinion of the PCG. Any article may be 

reprinted provided that the author and the PCG receive proper credit 


Duquesne University Campus 
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